
Raison d'être 
Textile archaeology has recently provided evidence that the 
earliest thread-making technology in Europe was splicing 
rather than spinning. Splicing is a technique used to 
transform plant fibres into yarn that, until recently, was 
assumed to be used exclusively in ancient Egypt and the Far 
East. In splicing, preformed fibre bundles, removed from 
plant stems, were joined so that the fibre ends overlapped 
either continuously (as in European examples) or at 
intervals (as in Egyptian splicing). Splicing was used to make 
plant fibre threads throughout Europe and the Near East at 
least until the 6th century BCE, as previously demonstrated 
for Egypt. The transformation from splicing to spinning plant 
fibres thus occurred much later than previously thought. 
This discovery has profound implications for our 
understanding and reconstruction of the operational chain 
of yarn and cloth production and the economic and 
technological choices made by ancient populations. The 
workshop aims to synthesize available archaeological data 
on plant fibre splicing in pre- and protohistoric Europe and 
create important references for the accelerating pace of 
global research into ancient splicing technologies. During 
the first day of the workshop, current experts in the field 
will present the state of the art in European splicing 
research. The second day will be dedicated to experimental 
work and demonstrations.
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Speakers
• Cristina Ambrosioni (University of Padua, Italy)
• Jose V. Avila Fernandez (Autonomous University 

of Barcelona, Spain) 
• Maria Elena Bertoli (University di Glasgow, UK) 
• Valentina Virginia Ferraris (University of Padua, 

Italy)
• Susanna Harris (University di Glasgow, UK) 
• Margarita Gleba (University of Padua, Italy) 
• Linda Hurcombe (University of Exeter, UK) 
• Anne Kwaspen (University of Cambridge, UK)
• Sally Pointer (Heritage Education, UK)
• Antoinette Rast-Eicher (ArcheoTex, Switzerland) 
• Marie Wallenberg (Sweden)

Participation
The first day of the workshop will be streamed via 
Zoom – to participate online please sign up here:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1WXUFa9EF9NrD
S_s-piQt5TB6JHY1p1fjJmrq86K-rJU  

The workshop received the support of the Scientific Commission and Progetto di Sviluppo of the Department of Cultural Heritage of the University of Padua 
and the Society of Antiquaries of London.
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